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PRISONS AND SENTENCING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Council’s Amendments 

Amendments made by the Council now considered. 

Consideration in Detail 
The amendments made by the Council were as follows -  

No 1 

Clause 14, page 9, lines 4 to 6 - To delete the lines. 

No 2 

Clause 14, page 9, line 8 - To delete “prison” and insert instead -  

a prison or other facility 

No 3 

Clause 14, page 9, line 10 - To delete “from prison”. 

No 4 

Clause 29, page 14, lines 17 and 18 - To delete “the prison in which the prisoner is confined” and insert 
instead -  

a prison or other facility 

No 5 

Clause 29, page 15, line 3 - To delete “from prison”. 

No 6 

Clause 31, page 16, after line 23 - To insert -  

 (4) In this section -  

“proceedings” of a judicial body includes anything done in the performance of the 
functions of the judicial body. 

No 7 

Clause 32, page 20, after line 25 - To insert -  

 (7) A prisoner may be confined in a facility outside a prison to facilitate the prisoner 
being provided with opportunities for work or participation in services or programmes 
under this section. 

 (8) This section does not authorise a prisoner to be absent from a prison, or facility 
referred to in subsection (7), without an absence permit. 

No 8 

Clause 66, page 43, lines 16 to 19 - To delete the lines and insert instead -  

 (o) person who -  

 (i) is an officer or employee of an agency as defined in section 3(1) of the 
Public Sector Management Act 1994; or 

 (ii) provides services to such an agency under a contract for services; or 

 (iii) is a contract worker as defined in section 3 of the Court Security and 
Custodial Services Act 1999 or section 15A of the Prisons Act 1981, 

   being a person prescribed or of a class prescribed by regulations. 
No 9 

New clause 78, page 52, after line 16 - To insert the following new clause -  

78. Section 151 amended 
  Section 151(3) is repealed and the following subsections are inserted instead -  

  “ 
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  (3) A person is to be appointed as the secretary of the Board. 

  (4) The secretary and any other staff of the Board are to be appointed under Part 
3 of the Public Sector Management Act 1994. 

” 
Leave granted for the amendments to be considered together.   
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I move - 

That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I ask the minister to tell us what effect the amendments will have on the legislation. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I thank the member for that very intelligent question.  Amendments to clauses 14, 29 and 32 
are required to clarify two things; namely, that authorised absences may be granted to a prisoner who is held in 
custody in a place other than a prison, and that those absences must be approved in accordance with part VIII of 
the Prisons Act 1981.  In the context of the amendments to clause 31, the clause adds a definition of the term 
“proceedings of a judicial body”.  It clarifies that the term means “anything done in the performance of the 
functions of the judicial body”.  The amendment was inserted because the Corruption and Crime Commission 
was concerned that the term “proceedings” could be interpreted narrowly and could exclude some of its 
investigative functions that occur prior to formal proceedings. 
Clauses 66 and 151 were amended as a consequence of the splitting of the former Department of Justice into the 
Department of the Attorney General and the Department of Corrective Services.  The amendment to clause 66 
amends the second schedule of the Juries Act, and deals with exemption from jury duty.  The overall amendment 
to the Juries Act is consequential to the split of the former Department of Justice into two agencies.  It provides 
that regulations may be developed that prescribe agencies or parts of agencies whose employees are exempt from 
jury duty.  Amendment 9 deals with section 151 of the Young Offenders Act.  That section deals with the 
appointment of a secretary to the Supervised Release Review Board.  Section 151(3) requires that the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Department of Corrective Services provide an officer of his or her department to be the 
secretary of the board.  When the Department of Justice was split, the Department of the Attorney General 
retained responsibility for the support of all early release boards - the Parole Board, the Mentally Impaired 
Accused Review Board and the Supervised Release Review Board - as that was the most efficient thing to do at 
the time to provide support.  In a nutshell, that is why the amendments are necessary. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
 


